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THE BIG QUESTIONS: 
1.What stage do we want our school to operate from?

2.What stage do our students, staff, parents, board 

experience from our school? 

Pre Imitate Christian 
School

1 Involve Christian 
Teachers

2 Isolated Christian 
Activities

3 Integrated Christian 
Curriculum

4 Intentional Christian 
Pedagogy

5 Invasive Christian 
Vision
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STAGE: Pre
Pre Imitate Christian 

School

1 Involve Christian 
Teachers

2 Isolated Christian 
Activities

3 Integrated Christian 
Curriculum

4 Intentional Christian 
Pedagogy

5 Invasive Christian 
Vision

DISTINCTIVES: 
• Christian name, but just Education 
• May have Christian staff and some ad-hoc Christian activities 

and/or experiences

• No intentional Christian direction 


QUESTIONS: 
• Why? …what is there to gain?

• What does this model of ‘Christian School’ teach students 

about being Christian?

• What are the parents’ expectations?
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STAGE: 1
Pre Imitate Christian 

School

1 Involve Christian 
Teachers

2 Isolated Christian 
Activities

3 Integrated Christian 
Curriculum

4 Intentional Christian 
Pedagogy

5 Invasive Christian 
Vision

DISTINCTIVES: 
• Education by Christians

• Employ Christian Staff/Teachers

• No intentional direction about Christian purpose

• Often an emphasis on being ‘nice’


QUESTIONS: 
• How can the experience of each student be more consistent 

across the school?

• How is the Gospel integrated across the school?



SHAUN BROOKER | @lostarefound

STAGE: 2
Pre Imitate Christian 

School

1 Involve Christian 
Teachers

2 Isolated Christian 
Activities

3 Integrated Christian 
Curriculum

4 Intentional Christian 
Pedagogy

5 Invasive Christian 
Vision

DISTINCTIVES: 
• Christian, then Education

• Education with a side of Jesus

• Students spend time in devotions, prayer, worship, scripture 

and then do Maths and Science 

• Dualistic in nature


QUESTIONS: 
• What does this approach teach young people about the 

Christian life?

• Does the way our students experience ‘Christian 

activities’ match what we want them to experience?



SHAUN BROOKER | @lostarefound

STAGE: 3
Pre Imitate Christian 

School

1 Involve Christian 
Teachers

2 Isolated Christian 
Activities

3 Integrated Christian 
Curriculum

4 Intentional Christian 
Pedagogy

5 Invasive Christian 
Vision

DISTINCTIVES:

• Educators explaining Christian

• Intentional focus on students exploring truths of their Creator 

and His design through curriculum

• Generally a school-wide mandate on curriculum design

• Ongoing review

• “Do as I say, not as I do” or “Let me tell you about Jesus”

QUESTIONS: 
• How will young people understand the life of Christ if it is not 

modelled to them? 

• What do the actions of our teachers speak to our students 

about living sold out for Christ?

• How did our students experience Christ today?
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STAGE: 4
Pre Imitate Christian 

School

1 Involve Christian 
Teachers

2 Isolated Christian 
Activities

3 Integrated Christian 
Curriculum

4 Intentional Christian 
Pedagogy

5 Invasive Christian 
Vision

DISTINCTIVES: 
• Authentic Christian Educators

• “Let me show you Jesus”

• All aspects of faculty relationships with students are 

considered from how they can grow closer in their walk with 
Jesus


• Discipleship is more important that discipline

QUESTIONS: 
• How was love experienced by everyone in my class today?

• Do I truly believe that God in His sovereignty, placed each 

student in my class/school?


*Outstanding examples of this can be found in Christian 
teachers at non-Christian schools
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STAGE: 5
Pre Imitate Christian 

School

1 Involve Christian 
Teachers

2 Isolated Christian 
Activities

3 Integrated Christian 
Curriculum

4 Intentional Christian 
Pedagogy

5 Invasive Christian 
Vision

DISTINCTIVES: 
• Intentional and Authentic Christian Education

• School policies, procedures, pedagogical and curriculum 

expectations are in harmony

• All aspects of the school are considered with a perspective of 

what would represent Christ fully

• Intentional consideration of what is ‘Old Covenant’ and ‘New 

Covenant’ law.

QUESTIONS: 
• Should homework look different in a Christian School?

• Do your school policies look more like Jesus or a Pharisee 

wrote them?

• Who would be in your school if Jesus was the enrolments 

officer?
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Stage Stage Name Simple Descriptor Christian Education?

Pre
Imitating  
Christian 
School

A school with a Christian name Christian name, but just Education

1
Involving 
Christian 
Teachers

A school with Christians Christians who Educate

2
Isolated 
Christian 
Activities

Education with a side of Jesus. Christian, then Education

3
Integrated 
Christian 

Curriculum

“Let me tell you about Jesus.” 
(“Do as I say, not as I do”) Educators Explaining Christian

4
Intentional 
Christian 

Pedagogy
“Let me show you Jesus.” Authentic Christian Educators

5
Invasive 
Christian 

Vision
Taking every ‘thought’ captive for Christ. Intentional and authentic 

Christian Education
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THE BIG QUESTIONS: 
1.What stage do we want our school to operate from?

2.What stage do our students, staff, parents, board 

experience from our school?  Is this consistent?

3.What needs to happen for the students, community 

and staff to experience our target stage?

4. How would our school look if Jesus was the enrolment 

officer? 

5. Are we expecting our teachers to express new 

covenant truths to students while they operate under 
old covenant policies?


6. Does our school focus on creating a curiosity for the 
Scripture or just telling students about them?


7. Do students see Christ in us, in us all? Or do they only 
hear about Him from us?


8. Do families see Christ through us when things go bad?  

Pre Imitate Christian 
School

1 Involve Christian 
Teachers

2 Isolated Christian 
Activities

3 Integrated Christian 
Curriculum

4 Intentional Christian 
Pedagogy

5 Invasive Christian 
Vision
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The Letter.
Pre Imitate Christian 

School

1 Involve Christian 
Teachers

2 Isolated Christian 
Activities

3 Integrated Christian 
Curriculum

4 Intentional Christian 
Pedagogy

5 Invasive Christian 
Vision

www.christianeducation.org.nz

http://www.christianeducation.org.nz
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